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Care Act
What is CARE Act?
The CARE Act ensures mental health services are provided to the most severely impaired Californians who too often languish without the treatment they desperately need. CARE goes upstream to divert and prevent more restrictive conservatorships or incarceration. It connects a person in crisis with a court-ordered CARE plan or agreement for up to 12 months, with the possibility to extend for an additional 12 months. A new approach is needed to act earlier and to provide support and accountability for individuals with severe untreated mental illnesses as well as for local governments responsible for providing behavioral health services. Through California’s civil courts, earlier action, support, and accountability is provided through the CARE process.
Program Goals:
The CARE Act is intended to serve as an upstream intervention for individuals experiencing severe impairment to prevent avoidable psychiatric hospitalizations, incarcerations, and LPS.  
· Promote wellness and recovery at the least restrictive environment.
· It aims to provide access to housing, support, and behavioral health services.
Services Provided:
Services include, but not limited to:
· Assessment, case management, therapy, medication support, SUS
· Intensive field base services
· Housing 
Ways to refer:
1. Email us at: VCBHCARECOURT@VENTURA.ORG
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	Requestors Name: 
	Requestors Phone Number:
	Date of Request:


 REFERRAL SOURC
	Requestors Relationship to Respondent: 
	Clinic Location (if applicable): 


Qualified Referral Party:
         A mental health treatment provider                           Public Guardian 	
       Director of hospital or their designee                        Public Guardian-Requesting only CARE 101 Form              

	CLIENT INFORMATION


	Client Name:                                                        ID Number:                              Date of Birth: 

	Address:                                                                                                                    Phone Number: 

	Gender:      Male       Female       Other         Preferred Language: 


 
	CLIENT CRITERIA (please mark all criteria that apply based on your knowledge)


18 years and older  
Diagnosis of Schizophrenia Spectrum or Other Psychotic Disorders 
The person has symptoms that are severe in degree and persistent in duration, which may cause behavioral functioning which interferes substantially with the primary activities of daily living and may result in an inability to maintain stable adjustment and independent functioning without treatment, support, and rehabilitation for a long or indefinite period of time.
The person is not stable with ongoing voluntary outpatient treatment.
Either the person is unlikely to survive safely/independent in the community OR services and support are needed to prevent relapse or deterioration. E                                 
Participation in CARE Act is the least restrictive alternative
The person will likely benefit from participating in a CARE agreement or CARE plan.
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