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CARE Act in (YOUR COUNTY): Progress, Expansion, and Renewed Commitment
(COUNTY), CA— December 1, 2025, marked the one-year anniversary of the Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Act becoming fully available in our county, providing a new civil court pathway for community-based behavioral health services and supports to eligible Californians. The CARE Act aims to promote long-term stability and independence and to prevent more restrictive alternatives, such as conservatorship, incarceration, and hospitalization.
Over the past year, (YOUR COUNTY) has navigated the complexities of implementation, establishing collaborative court and service delivery partnerships to serve our most vulnerable residents. This civil court process connects eligible individuals to treatment, housing, and community support.
Year One Successes and Ongoing Commitment
[quote for you to modify to fit your organization’s voice and metrics] “For the past year, the CARE Act has allowed us to intervene earlier and more comprehensively in the lives of our residents facing severe mental illness. We have successfully established (several, many, etc.) CARE agreements and CARE plans, supporting many individuals in our community to work towards recovery,” said (NAME, TITLE) of (YOUR ORGANIZATION/COUNTY).
[quote for you to modify to fit your organization’s voice] “The CARE Act provides a supportive path to recovery and stability for Californians most in need of care. Through a court-supported CARE agreement or CARE plan, individuals are now connected with intensive mental health treatment, housing assistance, and community support necessary for long-term well-being,” said (NAME, TITLE) of (YOUR ORGANIZATION/COUNTY).
Legislative Expansion Under Senate Bill 27 (SB 27)
To further enhance the reach and effectiveness of the CARE Act, amendments introduced by Senate Bill (SB) 27 will take [revise to “took effect” based on timing] effect on January 1, 2026. These changes strengthen the ability of this civil court process to engage respondents in a broad range of treatment services and supports.
Key Changes Effective January 1, 2026:
· Expanded Eligibility: SB 27 adds bipolar I disorder with psychotic features (excluding psychosis related to current intoxication) as an eligible diagnosis. Previously, eligible diagnoses were limited to schizophrenia spectrum and other psychotic disorders. )
· Streamlined Court Referrals: SB 27 provides a more direct pathway for referrals from Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AOT), Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS) conservatorship proceedings, and felony and misdemeanor Incompetent to Stand Trial (IST) courts.
· Expanded Petition Affidavits: Nurse practitioners and physician assistants may now be considered Licensed Behavioral Health Professionals for the purpose of signing an affidavit in support of a CARE petition.
· Defining Stabilization: The bill defines “clinically stabilized in ongoing voluntary treatment,” clarifying that individuals must be actively participating in treatment and managing symptoms to be considered stable.
[quote for you to modify to fit your organization’s voice] “Including bipolar I with psychotic features as an eligible diagnosis, helps ensure that individuals with comparable clinical profiles have equitable access to the structured care, services, supports and court oversight provided through CARE,” said (NAME, TITLE) of (YOUR ORGANIZATION).
How to File a Petition
The CARE Act authorizes specified adult persons (such as family members, health care providers, first responders, and others) to petition a civil court to create a voluntary CARE agreement or a court-ordered CARE plan that may include treatment, housing resources, and other services in (YOUR COUNTY). The court monitors the progress of the CARE plan or CARE agreement through status review hearings. Both a CARE plan and a CARE agreement may be modified with the court’s approval to address changes in the respondent’s needs and circumstances. For more information about filing a CARE Act petition, please see CARE Act Resources for Petitioners. (YOUR ORGANIZATION/COUNTY) is accepting petitions in person or by mail at (YOUR COUNTY COURT’S ADDRESS) or electronically at (YOUR COUNTY COURT’S WEBSITE if available). Petitioners can also receive assistance at a Self-Help Center. Access your nearest Self-Help Center by using the Judicial Branch of California’s Self-Help Center locator. For more information on CARE Act in (YOUR COUNTY), please visit (COUNTY SPECIFIC CARE OR BH WEBSITE).
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